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“Focus on Soybeans” webcasts
provide the latest news on
production research
To make the most of every acre, soybean farmers need the latest production research and management information. One thing that can help
them get it is the soy checkoff-funded “Focus on Soybeans” webcast
series. With the new, quicker summary versions, soybean farmers can get
the latest information they can use on the farm in five minutes or less.
The webcasts provide valuable information to help soybean farmers
better manage pests, diseases and other crop stresses. They also bring to
U.S. soybean farmers new developments in production practices, irrigation
management, seeding rates, seed-quality preservation and others that are
included in the series, too.
The webcasts are available in shorter and longer formats. Although the
shorter versions provide more convenience for some farmers, the full-length
versions, which include a lot more science-related information, still remain
available for soybean farmers who prefer the longer format.

On the last Monday of each month,
the soy checkoff posts new webcasts to www.UnitedSoybean.org,
accessible via the “Focus on Soybeans” sign on the homepage. All
U.S. soybean farmers have free
access to the full-length webcasts
for two months. The five-minute
summary versions will be accessible at all times.
The webcast series, developed by
Plant Management Network (PMN)
in partnership with the soy checkoff, feature updates on applied and
practical soybean research projects.
PMN serves as an Internet-based
resource owned and operated by the
American Phytopathological Society
and jointly managed by the American
Society of Agronomy and the Crop
Science Society of America. The
website can be accessed at www.
PlantManagementNetwork.org.
With cuts in resources such as
Extension, it becomes increasingly important that farmers have
other resources to boost production. That boost in production
can help increase the profitability
of every U.S. soybean farmer,
which has always been a goal of
the soy checkoff.
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Florida plays important role in
Asian soybean rust research
Soybean farmers throughout the U.S. are the beneficiaries of checkoff
funded research being conducted in Florida. Researchers at the University
of Florida are studying the population dynamics and epidemiology of Asian
soybean rust in hopes of developing management strategies for the control of the disease in North America. The research is being conducted by
agronomist Dr. David Wright and plant pathologist Dr. Jim Marois of the
University of Florida at the North Florida Research and Education Center
(NFREC) in Quincy County, Florida.
“Although Florida is not a major soybean producing state, it has thousands
of acres of kudzu, an alternative host of the pathogen, and high soybean rust
disease pressure,” says Marois. “Each year overwintering spores produced on
kudzu in the Southeast reinvade the soybean producing states in the Midwest.”
According to Dr. Marois, the primary goal of the research is to develop management strategies for the control of Asian soybean rust in North America.  
A secondary goal is to provide facilities and support for soybean rust
research with researchers throughout the U.S.
The objectives of this project are to:
• Develop field scale disease models based on temperature, relative
humidity and leaf wetness and link these factors to overwintering
inoculum sources on kudzu
• Continue a multi-state collaboration with scientists needing to work
on soybean rust under high disease pressure conditions
• Continue to assist in the development of cultivars with resistance
to soybean rust
• Present a class on Asian soybean rust identification and management
at North Florida Research and Education Center in Quincy, Florida, for
industry and researchers interested in learning more about soybean rust.
This project is funded by North Central Soybean Research Program (NCSRP),
a partnership of 12 soybean checkoff organizations that work to improve soybean performance through cooperative research and education.  They are
a farmer-led organization that invests soybean checkoff funds in research
programs to better understand and manage plant stressors that reduce
soybean yield and farmer profitability. NCSRP is comprised of the Qualified
State Soybean Boards in Kansas, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota,
Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota and Wisconsin.

Training sessions on soybean rust are held
at Florida State’s North Florida Research
and Education Center for consultants,
growers, researchers, and Extension
agents from throughout North America.

Continuing research…
Soybean rust was discovered for
the first time in Florida at the North
Florida Research and Education Center (NFREC) in November of 2004,
shortly after it was first discovered in
North America in Louisiana.
In 2005, Dr. Jim Marois, plant pathologist, and Dr. David Wright, agronomist,
were asked by scientists at Iowa State
University and USDA/APHIS to help
with a national monitoring project.
This was closely linked with Carrie
Harmon, Associate Director of the
Southern Plant Diagnostic Network
in Gainesville. They also conducted a
small number of fungicide trials at the
request of the chemical industry.
In 2006, the North Central Soybean
Research Program and the United Soybean Board approached the University
of Florida with the idea of establishing
an Emerging Plant Pathogens Center at
the NFREC with an emphasis on soybean rust. Other University of Florida
faculty joined the project in 2006. The
research is continuing.

FAQ’s about
the soybean
checkoff
What is the soybean checkoff?
Like producers of other commodities,
such as beef, dairy and eggs, soybean
farmers collectively invest a portion of
their product revenue to fund research
and promotion efforts. This collective
investment is called a checkoff.
How does the soybean checkoff
support individual farmers?
Success for soybean farmers in
today’s market takes more than just a
good harvest. Increasing demand for
soybeans is an essential part of the
equation. The soybean checkoff helps
facilitate market growth and creation
by funding and directing marketing,
research and commercialization
programs. By building demand both at
home and abroad, the soybean checkoff helps ensure a strong and profitable
future for U.S. soybean farmers.
How does the soybean
checkoff work?
The soybean checkoff is supported
entirely by soybean farmers. Through
the checkoff, farmers contribute 50
cents of every $100 of the net market
value of their beans for activities on
their behalf. The federally mandated
Act & Order require the assessment
be collected by the first purchaser and
reported quarterly.
The efforts of the checkoff are
directed by the United Soybean Board,
composed of 69 volunteer farmer-leaders often nominated by their state-level
checkoff organizations, called Qualified
State Soybean Boards (QSSBs). The
nominees are appointed to the board
by the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture.
What is the Eastern Region
Soybean Board?
The Eastern Region Soybean Board
is one of 26 QSSBs  in the United
States. Soybean farmers from Florida,
West Virginia, Maine, New Hampshire,
Rhode Island, Vermont, Massachusetts and Connecticut contribute to the
Eastern Region Soybean Board.

Who is the first purchaser?
The first purchaser is deemed the
person who first buys the beans
from the farmer.

form and the ERSB will remit the appropriate funds to those states.
Is anyone exempt from the
assessment fee?
All first purchasers are required to
collect and report the assessment
fee unless the producer is 100%
organic and has filed papers stipulating their farm is organic.

Who sets the percentage that
is collected by first purchasers
from the soybean farmers?
This was established at the federal
level by the United States Department of Agriculture. The states and
QSSBs do not have the ability to
adjust the percentage collected.

What’s the difference between
the United Soybean Board
and the American Soybean
Association?
The United Soybean Board (USB)
and the American Soybean Association (ASA) are two different organizations with one focus: the success
of U.S. soybean farmers. Both
groups serve this purpose in different ways. Whereas USB administers
soybean checkoff activities focusing
on research and market development and expansion, ASA focuses
on state and national policy issues,
which, by law, the checkoff can’t.

Where does the money go that
is collected and submitted?
The funds are split (50/50) between
the Eastern Region Soybean Board
(ERSB) and the United Soybean
Board (USB). The funds are used for
program administration, research,
education and outreach.
How are multi-state
assessments handled?
If beans are purchased from farmers
in other states, the first purchasers
report that on their Eastern Region
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Waving the Bioheat® flag
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Cleghorn Oil, a Bioheat® dealer based in Fitchburg, Mass., is proudly waving the
Bioheat flag. The company received a professional Bioheat truck wrap to help its
marketing efforts, courtesy of the National Biodiesel Board’s Bioheat outreach
program. Bioheat is traditional home heating oil blended with biodiesel, resulting
in a renewable, cleaner-burning fuel.
Cleghorn, which changed its oilheat line exclusively to Bioheat this year, won the
wrap at the New England Bioheat Symposium in Boston. The application of the wrap
was paid for by funding from the Nebraska Soybean Board and the United Soybean
Board through the soybean checkoff, but the artwork is available to all registered
Bioheat dealers.
Ryan Roy, the company’s director of operations, says the company first learned
about Bioheat from a meeting with the National Biodiesel Board’s petroleum industry
liaison team.
“We jumped on board because it seemed like the right thing to do,” Roy said.
“Bioheat is better for the country, better for the burner, and cleaner. It’s working for
us.” Bioheat is a big stepping stone for this country and the future of the oilheat
industry, he added.
Through the Bioheat
program, the company uses
postcards, door hangers, and
other literature to educate
its customers on the advantages of Bioheat.
Oscar Charron Sr. founded
Cleghorn Oil in 1923, using
a hand-cranked pump to
deliver oilheat in 5 gallon
buckets, Roy said. Roy is the
fifth generation of the family
to be involved in the business.
Photo courtesy of Cleghorn Oil.

For more information on Bioheat, visit BioheatOnline.com.

About the Eastern Region Soybean Board
The Eastern Region Soybean Board is funded by the national soybean checkoff,
which assesses one-half of one percent of the net market value of beans sold at
the first point of sale. Half of the total assessments in each state is sent to the
United Soybean Board for national and international programs. Checkoff funds
are used for three primary purposes: research, marketing and education.
Soybean farmers from Florida, West Virginia, Maine, New Hampshire,
Rhode Island, Vermont, Massachusetts and Connecticut contribute to the
Eastern Region Soybean Board.
In order to maximize funds available for projects to promote the profitability
of soybean farmers within the region and to reduce overhead costs, the Eastern
Region Soybean Board participates in a shared-executive arrangement with the
Pennsylvania Soybean Board. The shared office is located in Harrisburg, Pa.
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